
RESOLUTION NUMBER 170

VASHON HIGH SCHOOL

WHEREAS, This  honorable Board of A ldermen of the City of S t . Louis  has  been appr ised that

Vashon High School  wil l  be celebrat ing it s  80  year in the educat ion of our children from 1927 to 2007. th

Vashon High School, located at  3026 Lac lede Avenue, was  opened in September of 1927 at  a cos t  of
$1,800,00.  Dur ing these firs t  years , i t  housed grades  7–12.  In 1930 it  became a four year  high school ;
and

WHEREAS, In 1922 a group of consc ient ious  c it iz ens , under the leadership of Reverend George E.

S tevens  of Cent ral  Bapt is t  Church, along wit h var ious  other c ivic  organizat ions  final ly convinced the S t .
Louis  Board of Educat ion of the great  need for  a high school  to be bui l t  eas t  of Grand Avenue for  Black
s tudents .  I t  was  quite fit t ing that  one of our elementary schools  would be named aft er  the Reverend
George E. S tevens ; and

WHEREAS, Vashon was  named for  two il lus t r ious  educators , Mr. George B. Vashon and Mr. John

B. Vashon, who were father and son.  The elementary school  that  previous ly carr ied the name of George B.
Vashon only, and was  located in a two-family flat  at  5324-26 Northrup, grew into a four year high school  at
3026 Lac lede Avenue and carr ied the names  of both George B. Vashon and John B. Vashon to it s  next
locat ion 3405 Bel l  Avenue. The building on Northrup remains  and has  become a res idence again; and

WHEREAS, The firs t  pr inc ipal  was  James  W. Meyers , fol lowed by Frank  L. Wil l iams , Mr. Wil l iam G.

Mos ley, Mr . C . S pencer Tocus , Dr. A .C. Phil l ips , Mr. John E. Anderson, Dr. Jul ius  C. D ix, Mr. Ralph
Wardlow, Mr. Cozy W. Mark s , J r ., Mr. Michael  K . Thomas , Mr . Floyd I rons , Mr. Cozy W. Mark s . Mr. Ivory
Lofton, Mr . Wil l iam O. Baldwin, I rons , Ms . Dorothy Ludgood, (fir s t  female) Mr. Floyd I rons , Ms . Verona
Bowers , Mr. Calvin S tark s  and mos t  r ecent ly  Ms . Barbara L. Sharp has  been added to a long l is t  of
dynamic  individuals .  I t  is  interes t ing to note that  Dr. Jul ius  D ix, Mr. Cozy Mark s , Mr. Floyd I rons , Mr.
Ivory Lofton and Mr. Wil l iam Baldwin are al l  graduates  of Vashon High School ; and

WHEREAS, Vashon’s  his tory is  wr it t en by many out s tanding alumni.  One of the ear l ies t  being

Lloyd Gaines  whose tes t  lawsuit  to enter the Univers it y of Mis sour i Law School  went  al l  t he way to the
Supreme Court ; Vit i las  “Veto” Reid, who is  s t i l l  the firs t  and only person to have a Pos t  Office named for
him while he is  al ive; Els ton Howard of the New York  Yankees ; Bob Beek s  who was  only the second Black
offic ial  in the NFL (c las s  of ’44); United S tates  Congresswoman Maxine Water s  who k eeps  up with the
exploit s  of  her Vashon Family; and

WHEREAS, Vashon’s  fir s t  s chool  newspaper was  the Herald, and the yearbook  Vashalma evolved

into the Wolver ine, and our  beloved school  song “Vashon We Love” was  composed by facul t y member Ot to
L. Bohanon;  There were only 20 s t udent s  in the fir s t  graduat ing c las s , but  through the years  that  fol lowed
Vashon has  prepared and graduated thousands  of s tudents  in many c las ses .

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED of the City of S t . Louis  meet ing in regular ses s ion, that  we pause in
our  del iberat ion to recognize the accomplishments  and congratulate Vashon High School  in it s  new
locat ion at  3035 Cass  Avenue, along with the On To Vic tory Vashon United A lumni Assoc iat ion as
P res ident  Mr. Cozy Mark s  extends  an invitat ion t o one and al l  t o join in the “80  Year” Celebrat ion onth

October 5  and 6  at  the A irport  H il ton for  a two-day celebrat ion of renewing old fr iendships .  We furtherth th

direc t  the Clerk  to prepare a commemorat ive copy to that  end that  it  may be presented to our honorees  at
a t ime and place deemed appropr iate by the Sponsor .
I nt roduced on the 28 th day of September , 2007 by:

H onor ab le   M ar lene  E . D avis , A lder m an 1 9  War dt h

Honorable Lewis  Reed, P res ident , S t . Louis  Board of A ldermen
Honorable Char les  Troupe, A lderman 1  Wards t

Honorable D ionne Flowers , A lderwoman 2  Wardnd

Honorable Mat t  Vi l la, A lderman 11  Wardt h

Honorable S tephen Gregal i , A lderman 14  Wardt h

Honorable Craig N. S chmid, A lderman 20  Wardt h

Honorable Jennifer  Flor ida, A lderwoman 15  Wardt h

Honorable K athleen Hanrahan, A lderwoman 23  Wardr d

Honorable Wil l iam Waterhouse, A lderman 24  Wardt h

Honorable D orothy K irner , A lderwoman 25  Wardt h

Honorable Lyda K rewson, A lderwoman 28  Wardt h

Adopted this  the 28  day of September , 2007 as  at t es t ed:     t h




